
PERILS IN FOCUS

FEMA’s National Risk Index
To help communities better prepare and plan for 
natural disasters, FEMA has compiled a new dataset 
called the National Risk Index (NRI) to help identify 
the communities most at risk from 18 natural perils, 
with scores representing a county’s relative position 
among all other counties. There is also a corresponding 
qualitative rating, ranging from “Very Low” to “Very 
High,” for every Risk score.2

The Risk rating formulation measures potential 
economic loss, including loss of buildings, population 
and agriculture, and bodily harm to individuals. It 
also measures community factors and community 
resilience. Community factors look at how well the 
local community responds to natural perils’ adverse 
impacts, while community resilience factors measure a 
community’s ability to recover from a natural disaster.3

This material is for general information only and should not be considered as a substitute 
for legal, medical, tax and/or actuarial advice. Contact the appropriate professional counsel 
for such matters. These materials are not exhaustive and are subject to possible changes in 
applicable laws, rules, and regulations and their interpretations.
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The following list represents the 15 counties with a 
Risk level rating of “Very High” for experiencing losses 
from an Earthquake peril event1: 

Counties with Very High Risk of 
Loss from Earthquake Event

NATURAL PERILS - EARTHQUAKE

1.	 https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_national-risk-index_primer.pdf
2.	 https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/products-tools/national-risk-index
3.	 https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_national-risk-index_primer.pdf

1. Los Angeles, CA

2. Riverside, CA

3. San Bernardino, CA

4. Imperial, CA

5. Alameda, CA

6. Orange, CA

7. Clark, NV

8. Hawaii, HI

9. San Diego, CA

10. San Francisco, CA

11. Monterey, CA

12. Bronx, NY

13. Multnomah, OR

14. Sonoma, CA

15. Kings, NY


